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HABBANIYAH, Iraq – Nearly one thousand lo-
cal men are attending Iraqi Army (IA) Combat 
Basic Training Camp at forward operating base 
(FOB) Habbaniyah, 20 kilometers east of Ar 
Ramadi in the Al Anbar Province. The men know 
as the “Sons of Al Anbar,” volunteered during 
local IA recruiting drives held monthly in Ar 
Ramadi, Al Fallujah and Al Qaim. 
 
Over the course of five weeks, the new recruits 
will learn the basic Soldiering skills necessary to 
ensure the safety and protection of the citizens 
of Al Anbar. The Iraqi Ministry of Defense (MOD) 
has been awaiting a surge in Sunni IA recruits 
for quite some time.  Many feel that Sunni men 
have been reluctant to join the national army and 
this serves as a significant step towards building 
a cohesive and diverse security force, represen-
tative of the Iraqi people.   

 
The Ministry’s plan is to first, successfully integrate the increasing number of Sunni Soldiers into the Iraqi 
Army and secondly, implement measures to assign units areas of operations (AO). 
 
Iraqi Army Instructors, similar to Coalition Force Drill Sergeants, train the new recruits in basic rifle marks-
manship, first aid procedures and squad tactics.  This training is essential for patrolling and conducting 
security operations.  Furthermore, the MOD hopes to incorporate a follow-on school for select recruits 
specializing in emergency medical care, vital to the sustainment of IA combat power. 
  
Lt. Col. Steven Greaf, Coalition Forces IA Basic Training Senior Advisor, expressed his satisfaction with 
the way things are progressing. “It is honorable that these brave Sunni men are coming forward and I am 
pleased to witness their dedication to serving the people of Al Anbar Province.”   
 
The goal of the Iraqi MOD is to bolster the public’s confidence and support for local security forces and 
likewise, minimize Sunni-Shiite intolerance. 

FROM THE FRONT LINE 

Iraqi Army Basic Trainees march  along a road inside a secure training 
base in Habbaniyah, Iraq. 
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